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From the Editor's Desk "";_r-'?—??
Bob Ferris of Bellingham, A, who wrote the first four enjoyable and Informative ssues

of the Mewsletter sald in lssue #1 “parhaps later on, some one of us...can =dit & Formal
publication."

Well, Bob agreed to let me try my hand at it so here goes. Bob has :nnl:ﬂ?utul his 2000
miia report to this [ssue: and | hope he, as well ssotharowners, widl continue to contribute.

My 450 cc gasoline Freeway (order #171) wes delliversd about March st 1981 and has 1850
miles on 1t. | belleve | am more enthusiastic about the car now than when | ordered 1t from
the book In Hovember 1979. Having the first Freeway In the State of Rhode |sisnd | recelved
a lot of media coverage end everyday since has been 11ke & one car parade,

The Covnecticut Department of Hotar Vehlcles stil] will not allow the Freewsy to be
registered in that State. To quote Donald Burr, the Assistent Dlrector of Management Servicas,
& Freaway wehicle doss not fall Inte the category of a motorcycle as defined by Connectlcut
tutes and is considered unreasonably dangerous In light of present traffic volume and par-
centsge o7 heavy commerclial vehicles using Connectlcut highways''. The States’ position Is
based on the opinlon of certain unnamed consultants., Maving 1lved In the Hartford srea for

four years It |8 my guess that it Is the same consultant that designed the |nterstats
Highkwavs thare,

The headlight replacement number listed In the owners manual Is H60B4, The correct
number 1s B052 or HG6O5L,

i your locel repeic shop 1 stocking eny parts for you he can obtalin ny lon but tens

{wear pads] by contacting Dave Quigley (317) 966-B1E1 st Comet Industries Div, of HOFFCO,
re: #4930 clutch.

somecne has Installed an adjustable main jet In thelr 450 carburetor and Is averagling
B3 mpg. S5See your englne service statlon.

The drive belt number |s #6028 Gates, and can be ordered from the factory for §12.00 not
including shlpping. Champion spark plug RLBS is not a normal shelf [tem because of [ts res-
Istor for radles. Order yours several weeks In advance from your local auto parts dealer.

In a Hay fuel economy test five vehicles averaged 100,45 at LO mph. H-M-Vehlcles says
an Increase of 10% can be expected after brmak=In plus add 2% odometer loss. The tlres wers
at 35 PSIG, Results are avalleble from the Company,
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he Shrim Automob] le
General Motors and Ford both will reportedly Introduce their own new minlcars in 1984,
They will have threa-cylinder gasollne englines and get between L0 and 50 mpg In clty driving,
but will be about the same size a3 models currently sold In the Unlted States by Toyota and
Honda-and will be larger than the two-passenger commuter cars these and other Japanese
companies already bulld and sell In Japan. It 1s Interesting to note that despite the con-
tinulng slump In suto sales generally, the smallest cars avallable here (four wheels)-Hondes

Clvic and Toyota's Tercel have continued to sell well, | expect Detrolt will fall even
further behind. Tts forelgn competitors,

1 of tha Pa

Messarschmltt ([1953-1962) The former German alrcraft company bullt a 175ce ane cy lindar
2 stroke snd replaced 1t with & 200 cc In 1955,

tsetta (1953-1955) In France; BMW version in Germany (1954=1963) had a one cylinder &

urnicT H.g_im- lsetts of Great Britain Ltd, under BMW 1lcense made 3 & 4 wheel models from
1957=1964,

Morgan Motor Co. Ltd, (1910-1965), 1100cc air cooled with 2 speeds forward and dlrect
~ stesring. Two seats wara normal after WWl.

Raleigh Cycle Co, Ltd. (1933) became Rellant Motor Co. (1935) and produced a 742cc
w/twin, 3 speed gear box, shaft drive, with a single front whesl unti] 1962,

The Editor's Fresway
| am using AMS/oll Synthetic Motor 011, an AMS/oll fllter and AMS/ol| gear lubrlcant on

the chain., It [% more expensive at retall but was a gift from my local dealer., We will be
appearing together at Hortheast Energy Expo '81 at the Provldence Clvic Center in September.

The factory hes been very cooperative with me, They sent & new mud flap with rlwvets
.ﬂ"lll mine fell off, and shims when tha chain stretched,

By the way, |f anyone Is Interested, the spare tire comes mounted on a rim and balanced.

H““!E ql:lﬁ

Hachanix |llustrated magazine Is marketing plans to bubld a three wheeler called the
Urba Sport Trimuter. They say the cost le¢ about §1,900 for the gas version and abour §2,700
for the electric plus $15 for the plans, Tha gas model uses a Ig:h@ Briggs & Stratton 2=
cyl sngine mounted in the rear, gets 50 mpg with & top speed of 60 mph. It |s parsonal
transportation (one seat) with a single wheel In the front LED Instruments (no dial guages)
add about §500 to the cost, See the February 1980 Issue I you are still Interested,

With the new Federal budget will come cuts In the DOE=EHV program and | have notlced
one way that alr quality rules are belng relaxed=-the''bubble pollcy". it Is a varlance to
Alr Pollution Control Regulation Mo. 8: the Sulfur Content of Fuels. By restricting op-
aration or burning clesnar fuel at one of lts alectricity generating plants, the slectric
company can burn cheaper, high sulfur oll at lts other faclllty.

Abour th letter

A Carcusel (Webster's-1980) Is & tournament or axhibltion In which horsemen exscute
evolutions, Ewolution (1) the process of change In a certain direction-unfolding emisslion,
growth, (2) one of & set of prescribed movements, 1| have always |lked the saying=why pull a
wagon If all you need 15 a horse. ;

The Clreulation of vel. | Ho. | was four Including Dave Edmanson. The clreulation of
this newsletter will be twenty four. With order #3187 rolling out of Burnsvllle last week, and
order numbers up to 1700 at the factory the Mewsletters can no longer be & free-bes.

Far those wha wish to help finance & newsletter, get reports from ather swners, and glve
some assoclation among owners; | will Improve on the next issue.

| have tried to separate the T3sue Into several different toplcs. IF my estimate of
the profile of the average Froeway owner Is correct some of these are bound to ralse a responss,

The mext issues should be professionally printed with quality plctures, |f clreulation gons
up; CoEt per newsletter goes down,
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The newsletter could certalnly use some humor, Armyons want to try cartoonal

1f you will contribute $1.50 | will continue to act as a clearing house and get the
nant four Issues out to you (quarterly) or return Your mofey. The money wil) cover stemps,
printing, telephone calls, ste, Heve & good Summer|

. ransportation

According to the March 'B] |ssus of the Hational Asseclation of Rallroad Passengers
Hews 'Americans sre getting priced out of the dutomoblle and &l rplane=and these who can
afford to buy cars are buyling smaller models uncomfortable on long trips", | ani on the
NARP malling 10st although | haven't ridden on a train since | was & child, .

Alrlines are making up for the more expensive Jet fuel by such things as removing life
rafts from coastal flights and reducing fresh alr per psssenger. Inmy epinion, and to
repeat a statement of former Secrstary Adems, our type of vheicls wil) be the common vehicls
In ten years. Other vehicles wll] be specialty types and many will be lessed for short
periods rather than owned. (n the long run and for the long haul | heve to be a rall fan.

Lerrers
A Two Thousand Mlle Status Repart

Registration In Hassachusatts; The Freewsy has been throughly Inspectad by the head of tha
Equipment Division of the Massachusetts Reglstry of Motor Vehicles, and has been class!fled

with certain mandatory modificatlons, a3 & motor vehicle. Thasa modiflcatlons are as
follows:

Headlights: A1l motor wehlcles registersd In MHassachusates must have at least two headlight
and for single unlts mounted on each side these lights must be 7 in diameter and mest part
specifications,
el
Indehield: The windshiald must be DOT dpproved safety glasa, end, In fact, all glass or
thetics used for windows must have a DOT stamp on 1t, not only for the Freeway but for
all motor wvehicles, !

Humber Plate Llght: The number plats llght must be abows the plate and must not show any
white Jight dirsctly to the rear, that Is, It must not shew in such a way #s to Iinterfare
with other driver's vislon,

These were the only |tems that the Massachusetts reglstry found lacking on mine, and 1
have been glven two weeks from the date of the inspection to correct them and submit

the vehicle for a final Inspectlon, at which time they will Tssus me & regular automobile
plate. Mo special llcense, no helmit,

The Inspaction was carried out at my home, by Dlek Grifflth, hand of ths Boston Equlpment
Divislon, and was the most complete and thorough Inspection of a motor vehicle that | have
ever Seen. It began with a run through of all lights, horn, safety balt, braking systems,

and continued on to @ dynamic braklng test, a sound pressure tast (96db at two fest for
you scoustical englneers),

The braking test involved & panlc stop by the owner from 20 mgh with a decellarmoter mounted
In the back of the vahlcle, and she stepped In 7 feet, In a perfectly stralght 1ine,

Though iargely non=committal, they seamed pleased with Dave's throughness In meeting DOT
standards, and conmented especlelly on the dual braking system and the radlal tires, stating
of f=the=record that H=Melehlcles went first classy,

q» noxt step will be for the Hassachusetts Reglstry to contsct Deve Edmanson with thelr
Indings,
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This all cama about because the local affice submlited plcturas and specificatlons to tha
Boston Legal Department. Though the wheels of justlce do turn slowly, dus to & tremendows
work load on the Equipment Divislon, they grind exceedingly fine,

: And though some of us have them registered as motorcyclas, they are not and apparently

4 .H:r will be, motorcycles by Massachusetts definition.

;. My representative [n the state house offered to submit legislatlon especlally for comsuter
| wehlcles of this typa, but Registrar McLaughlin Informed him that the present definitlions
are adequate, and all wehicles must conform to them. A motorcycle In Hassachusetts sleply
cannot have & roof, or '‘covar', on It, as this automatically makes |t & motar vehicle, snd
as such It must conform to all motor vehicle requlremsnts.

Hard work, but the only way.

Wow | must say here, to be falr, that &lthough { have met a lot of resistance on the local
laval, depending on whare | went, that the top men from the Boston office are professionals,
and stralght shooters =1l the way, and that onca | had contactad the rlght people, chlefly
Dlck Griffith, the whole matter wes taken care of within two weeks, to everyone's satlsfaction.
Knowing whe to talk to was the big problem, because, &s some of you know, [ have besn trying
to get an Inspection and & declslion sinca July, 1979)

Thanks also to Stanley Kssper and the Miiford, Massachusetts Reglstry, who all went out of
thalr way to bring this sbout, and hisses and boos to the “other! lecal branch, who rafused
to reglster It, test me in It, or even look at lt, threstaning, in fact, to Impound it IF

| brought It over there for thelr Inspection. You could have bent a 1ittls, amigos, and
we would have leved you for 1%, After all, we are all In this energy crunch together, ard
a true high=-mllesge commutar vehlcle, such as the Fresway, will benefic uws all,

How ta the wahicle: Ho major problems as yet. | did develop & 1ittle shimey batwean L5

50, but had the front wheals dynamically balsnced and thls seems to have taken care
: its.

My stesring box leaks a llttle oil down on to my white buck shoes, snd |'11 gat to that on
the Flrst sunny day that | dare to open the body wp.

My chaln got & 1lttle loose 20 | shimmed the plllar biocks with front end shims, about two
hours work, and this really did the trick. (Thanks to Andy Fabrlcant for that tip.)

Stit! gatting hetwssan G0 snd }0 mpg at commuter speeds [ 40 - &5 ). Gentle peceleration
and smooth stops Improve this a lot.

In elesing my portion of this newsletter, | want to go back to philosophizing for a moment,

and say that although my Fresway |s now officlally an sutomobile, we must contlnue to drive
them as motorcycles.

Ho amount of legislation will change the hendliing characteristies of the vehicle, and super
defensive 15 stil]l definately & must.

Bob Ferrls
April 1981
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